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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-0519
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel
Date of Introduction: July 25, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: July 21, 2017
Type of Action: Approval of Comprehensive Settlement Agreement
Bill Summary: This bill approves the legal settlement agreement between the City and 695 Investment Group, LLC. Related to 695 INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC V. CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, FL, CASE NO. 3:16-CV-1221-J-32JRK, US District Court for the Middle District of Florida. 
Background Information: 695 Investment Group filed suit against the City concerning the revocation of a building permit issued for the subject building/structure (Sherwood Forest Shopping Center) located at 5133 Soutel Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32208. In 2013, 695 Investment was issued a building permit on the site; work began and was inspected by the City. In 2014, the City Council adopted the KingSoutel Crossing zoning overlay and the associated commercial design guidelines which affected how property in the area could be developed. 

In June 2016, the Building Inspection Division cancelled the project’s building permit for inactivity, required that a new permit issued for continuation of the project be subject to compliance with the requirements of the overlay district, and informed the developer that certain aspects of the project as then completed would not be allowed under the new overlay conditions. 695 sued the City and, after negotiations, both parties agreed avoid litigation proceedings by accepting the following terms: the building permit will stand as issued, all litigation and code enforcement proceeding will be canceled, 695 will install a 6 ft. 95 percent opaque fence, all existing trees will be retained and 695 will plant shrubs and curbing around the trees, 695 will remove 100 sq. ft. of asphalt and lime rock base, when not in use, all construction/nonpersonal vehicles will be parked within the fenced area. Each party shall cover the costs of their own legal fees.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement agreement
Fiscal Impact: Internal legal costs, no other direct costs to the City
Analyst: Hampsey
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